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and at the Sermon, with ZEkkinechkaounat, a Monta-
gnez Captain.”

On the 25th, as we were instructing some sick Sav-
ages, one of them told us that we did wrong to find
fault with their customs. Thereupon he related to
us that last Winter, a little child being very sick,
one of their Jugglers entered his tent and summoned
the soul of this poor little one; he had some trouble
in catching it, but at last he took it in his hand,
placed it upon the child’s head, and by dint of blow-
ing made it reénter the body, and thus the child be-
gan to revive. I told him this Juggler ought to call
into his tent the souls of the many sick people seen
among them, and put them back in their bodies so
that they might recover; but he replied that souls
could not be caught at will. These are very strange
errors. Such ideas appear so ridiculous to us in
France that it seems as if the first word ought to
dispel them. But the malice of devils and the cun-
ning of charlatans color these impostures so skillfully,
that they pass for truths, to which these Barbarians
are attached by habits very difficult to eradicate.

[2771.e.,273] On the 27th, I was informed of a
battle between the Savages of the Iroquet nation
and the Hiroquois. Meeting each other in their ca-
noes, they fought a fierce and stubborn battle upon
the water. As the Algonquin canoes are lighter than
those of the Hiroquois, and as besides they exceeded
them in numbers, they carried off the victory, bring-
ing back with them thirteen prisoners alive, whom
they caused to suffer horrible tortures. They sent
one of these prisoners to the three Rivers. Oh God!
what cruelty was not exercised upon this poor wretch,
by the wives of those who a little while before



